New data on cladoptosis in the group of Moraceae which was known up to now as the tribe Olmedieae led to a reconsideration of the position of Olmedia, Antiaropsis, and Sparattosyce.
1. INTRODUCTION The tribe Olmedieae was established by Trecul in 1847. Its circumscription has remained essentially unchanged notwithstanding later classificatory work (cf. Eichler 1875; Baillon 1875-1876; Bentham & Hooker 1880; Engler 1889; Corner 1962) . This is mainly due to the fairly distinct features of the inflorescences. Characters of the inflorescences have played an important part in subdividing the Moraceae, and in Comer's classification (Corner 1962 ) they dominate. According to him the inflorescence furnishes the only satisfactory characters for a primary subdivision of the family. Mennega) and recent field studies (by the present author) revealed that Olmedia is also distinct in anatomical characters of the wood and because of the lack of self-pruning branches. These differences between Olmedia and the other representatives of the tribe demand for reconsideration of the position of the genus and the deliminationof the tribe.
The genus
Olmedia was described by Ruiz & Pavon (1794) . The Mennega & Lanzing-Vinkenborg (1977) .
5.
SELF-PRUNING BRANCHES
Shedding of branches in members of the Olmedieae was reported for the first time in a note by Lynch (1877) on disarticulation of branches for Castilla elastica and Antiaris. For Castilla elastica the phenomenon was more accurately described by Went (1897) , although it has come to general attention largely through the studies of Cook (1903 Cook ( , 1911 . Shedding of branches in Antiaris was also reported by Trimen (1898) and de Wit (1963) . Furthermore, fig. 2 ) and the illustration given by Lynch (1877) the lateral bud might prove to be the lower most bud of the self-pruning branch. In Antiaris permanent branches may arise from an accessory axillary bud above the base of the selfpruning branches (see fig. 2 ). 
